710                                       RUSSIA: A History and an Interpretation
exports and of imports fluctuated within a wide range, but displayed a tendency to increase towards the end of the period: l*
RUSSIAN FOREIGN TRADE, 1801-1825
Years                      Exports                     Imports
(Yearly average in thousand gold rubles)
1801-1805                   75,108                      52,765
1806-1808                   43,169                      31,819
1812-1815                   61,986                      39,106
1816-1820                   91,712                      70,049
1821-1825                   81,372                      72,250
The chief articles of export at the beginning of the century were grain (IS per cent of the total value of exports), animal fats (15 per cent), raw hemp (15 per cent), raw flax (9 per cent), copper, iron, and steel (7.5 per cent), articles manufactured of flax and hemp (5.5 per cent), and furs (4 per cent). In the middle of the century the composition of exports was similar, except that exports of metal hacl sunk into insignificance and Russia had begun to send abroad a considerable amount of wool and timber.
The export of grain (that is, wheat, rye, barley, and oats) was affected, in addition to the factors mentioned above, by the frequent failure of crops, for instance, in 1820 and in 1821;
VALUE OF GRAIN EXPORTS, 1802-1825
Years                    Yearly average          Per cent of
in million paper rubles    total exports
1802-1807                       11.8                      18.7
1812-1815                      18.0                      10.5
1816-1820                      74.2                      31.2
1821-1825                      17.5                        8.4
VOLUME OF GRAIN EXPORTS, 1801-1825
Years                    Yearly average
in thousand poods *
1801-1805                   19,873
1806-1810                     5,120
1811-1815                     9,089
1816-1820                   29,655
1821-1825                       10,071 * One pood = 36 Ibs. = 0.016 ton
12 No official data for the period 1809-1811, rihen the Continental Blockade was in full force, are available.